National Safe and Healthy Housing Coalition Provisional Steering Committee
Meeting Minutes -- September 15, 2009 
News:  
· All coalition materials and activities are now posted on a new Coalition website: www.nchh.org/Policy/National-Safe-and-Healthy-Housing-Coalition.aspx
· NCHH recently conducted a Nationwide Survey on Healthy Housing – key findings include:

· 68% of respondents check smoke detector twice yearly 

· 41% had repaired water leaks

· 34% have a CO alarm

· 18% with kids in or frequenting house had child safety devices

· 10% had tested for radon

· 10% of families with homes built before 1978 had tested for lead-based paint

The full report will be available on NCHH’s website on September 29th (www.nchh.org) 
· NCHH will release a new study on Sept. 24 titled the State of Healthy Housing. The web-based report evaluates and ranks 45 cities and MSAs on the health and safety of their housing on numerous quantifiable factors (e.g., mold, water leaks, rats, roof problems, and many others). 
Housekeeping:
· Minutes from July 27 Meeting were approved without amendment.
· NCHH and Work Group chairs will get materials out at least one day before next meetings.
Collaboration/Partnership-Building: Decisions, Recommendations, and Next Steps
Patricia Adkins/Home Safety Council and Melanie Hudson/Children’s’ Health Forum co-chair this Work Group, which recently met and made the following major decisions and recommendations:

· Membership: To allow government agencies to join or observe, the Coalition Guidelines were fine-tuned by changing description of members from “corporations” to “organizations.”

· Member Termination: On the off chance that a member proved disruptive or detrimental to the coalition, a member termination clause was added to the Coalition Guidelines 

· Initial Coalition Membership: All of the attendees of the May 7th meeting at NAHB will be invited to formally join the coalition and attend the next full coalition meeting (probably in the spring - NCHH is seeking foundation funding for the meeting.) 
· Participating in a Formal Coalition Effort (e.g., a Sign-on Letter): Steering Committee clarified that groups will be asked to “opt in” on all formal communications and actions, such as signing onto a letter, rather than automatically signed on and have to opt out. Members will normally be given at least a week to decide to join a coalition activity or to vote on an issue, and can do so by email, unless the issue is time sensitive, in which case the deadline for voting or opting in will be shorter.

· Provisional Steering Committee: Until the full coalition can meet and vote on a 10-15 member Steering Committee, the Coalition Guidelines were amended to designate the attendees of the July 27th meeting at NAR as a “Provisional Steering Committee” for a maximum of 6 months (i.e., until March 15, 2010). Reiterated that a supermajority (60%) is needed on any voted issue.

· Adding Members to Coalition: The work group will use the Coalition Guidelines and its best judgment in deciding which groups to invite to join. The groups should be national in scope. Melanie is working on a draft list and asked for suggestions. Federal agencies will continue to be engaged and invited to meet with the Coalition as “observers” but will not be expected to join as formal members.
· Approval of Coalition Guidelines as Amended: Adopted. 
· NCHH to Do: NCHH will create coalition letterhead without members’ names, just NCHH’s contact info. It will also update the Steering Committee and full coalition email lists.

Recent Federal HH Activities

Eric Hornbuckle with HUD’s Office of Healthy Housing and Lead Hazard Control gave the group an update on the new Interagency Working Group on Healthy Housing and its recent interactions with the foundation-funded Green and Healthy Housing Initiative. HUD is working with USDA, EPA, HHS/NIH, CDC, and DOE to increase collaboration, leverage/utilize the Surgeon General’s Call to Action on HH, and create a consistent definition of healthy housing. Eric will send Rebecca a 1-pager on interagency group to circulate to the coalition.

Legislative Priorities and Plan
The Legislative Work Group, chaired by Lars Peterson/Rebuilding Together, recently met and created the following priorities and plan for the Coalition’s legislative agenda over the next 6-12 months:
1. Secure Republican Cosponsor of Sen. Jack Reed’s Safe and Healthy Housing Bill and his Interagency HH Council Bill from among Sens. Bond, Snowe, or Collins

2. Circulate a Sign-on Letter to the Full Coalition to Opt-in Supporting Both Reed Bills
3. Reach Out to Local Groups in Cosponsor’s State to Generate Local Support
4. After Introduction, Help Sen. Reed Secure Additional Cosponsors and a Hearing

5. 2nd Priority: Support CDC Center for Environmental Health/ASTDR HH and Lead Hazard Office Appropriations (NCHH will draft and circulate a sign on letter and coordinate with the CDC Coalition and Public Health Campaign).
6. 3rd Priority: Support HUD Office of HH & Lead Hazard Control’s FY11 Budget/Appropriations

7. 4th Priority: Evaluate and Presumably Support Sen. Landrieu’s Local Code Administration Incentive Grants Bill, S. 970 (see www.nchh.org/Policy/National-Policy.aspx)
Federal Regulatory/Administrative Priorities and Plan
The Federal Regulatory/Administrative Work Group, chaired by Patrick MacRoy/Alliance for Healthy Homes, recently met and created the following main priorities and plan over the next several months:

1. Meet w/ HUD Deputy Chief of Staff Argilagos, who is coordinating the Department’s green issues and is engaged on safe and HH issues, to get her feedback on collaborative steps we can take. 
2. Meet w/ HUD’s Ted Toon re: Capital Grants (and other?) programs that are implementing green initiatives to ensure that required assessments will include a safe and HH evaluation. 
3. Plan Strategy for Meeting with CMS re: Covering HH Interventions for Pediatric Asthma 
4. Meet with HUD and OMB to Support FY11 HUD OHHLHC Budget 
5. Meet with OMB re: CDC’s FY11 Lead and Healthy Homes Budget (First meet with CDC Coalition to coordinate strategy.)
6. Meet with HUD re: Actualizing Interagency Agreements on HH, Including with Department of Energy 

Next Steering Committee Meeting:
Kate will send out meeting wizard to schedule an October meeting, presumably at APHA.
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